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RQs

Author’s image

(i) How are mobile digital media devices 
and practices enrolled in urban public 
charging systems?

(ii) How do public charging discourses 
prefigure contemporary modes of mobile 
privatization?
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Discourse Analysis
(Wodak & Meyer, 2001; Van Dijk, 2000; Hajer, 2006)
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Method: Discourse Analysis w/ 
material-semiotic lens



Method: Discourse Analysis w/ 
material-semiotic lens
Discourse Analysis
(Wodak & Meyer, 2001; Van Dijk, 2000; Hajer, 2006)

Actor-Network Theory as descriptive “method” 
(Callon, 1986; Barad, 2003; Latour, 1990, 1996).

Author’s imageAuthor’s image

Grant Lattanzi // Public charging for mobile privacy? // ICA 2026



Discourse Analysis
(Wodak & Meyer, 2001; Van Dijk, 2000; Hajer, 2006)

Actor-Network Theory as descriptive “method” 
(Callon, 1986; Barad, 2003; Latour, 1990, 1996).

Charge point operator (CPO) models as 
agencement – technologies constructed 
through tightly integrated institutions, 
ideologies, histories, and artifacts
(Hecht, 2009).
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Method: Discourse Analysis w/ 
material-semiotic lens



Urban Charging Constraints

Space (Right-of-way; Parking space; Permitting; 
Siting; Accessibility/Pedestrian safety; 
Vandalism; Weather; Up-time)

Time (EV adoption rates; Peak/off-peak energy 
demand; Parking enforcement; Timelines of 
installation and revenue generation)

Energy (New Grid Interconnections & capacity; 
Battery safety; cable maintenance)

Capital (Space; time; energy)
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Functions in the EV recharge production network. Source: Ferloni, A. (2026). One plug fits all? Multi-
sectoral complementarities, operator diversity, and geographies of transition in Spain’s electric 
vehicle recharge networks. Energy Research & Social Science, 133, 104579. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2026.104579



“Discover Voltposts near you. With 
real-time availability…

… a system for smart cities. A 
scalable and cost effective solution.”

“I like to think of ourselves as more 
than just a charger but really a 
platform that we can license to cities 
and companies to provide them with 
data that's relevant to them,”
- Voltpost co-founder, Aditi Desai

Voltpost
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PROSSERMAN et al.,. (2022). Electric vehicle smart charging stations (World Intellectual Property Organization Patent No. WO2022226040A1).

“The mobile 
application provides 
drivers access to 
power from the 
electric grid,” while 
also enabling “station 
discovery, booking, 
charging, billing, and 
impact features” 
Voltpost Patent, p. 4
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Popwheels Volta
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Integral Apps



RQ1
CPOs engage digital platforms as 
infrastructure when coordinating 
across worlds and rhythms. 

‘Real-time’ data relations co-ordinate 
temporalities of energy provision and 
urban life

Analytic Takeaways
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(i) How are mobile digital media devices 
and practices enrolled in urban public 
charging systems?

(ii) How do public charging discourses 
prefigure contemporary modes of 
mobile privatization?

Questions
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Frame: Mobile Privatization

Raymond Williams’ term for the ‘hard shell’ of post-
industrial modernity
(1961, 1974, 1982, 1989)
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Frame: Mobile Privatization

Raymond Williams’ term for the ‘hard shell’ of post-
industrial modernity
(1961, 1974, 1982, 1989)

A ‘whole way of life’ co-ordinated by 
communication x transportation in an operative 
relationship
(Groening, 2013)
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Frame: Mobile Privatization

Raymond Williams’ term for the ‘hard shell’ of post-
industrial modernity
(1961, 1974, 1982, 1989)

A ‘whole way of life’ co-ordinated by 
communication x transportation in an operative 
relationship
(Groening, 2013)

“Space, time, and capital… organized by 
suburbanization, commuting, broadcast, and 
bureaucratic corporate industrialization”
(Packer & Oswald, 2010, p. 313)

Author’s image/dog
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RQ2
Public charging maintains mobile 
privacy (sensory individuation)

Charging maintains the “hard shell” 
of mobile-private environments, 
anticipating ‘space, time, and capital,’ 
organized by 

— platform governance
— “smart” environments
— personalized, screen-based 
economies of attention
– subscriptionization/assetization

RQ1
CPOs engage digital platforms as 
infrastructure when coordinating 
across worlds and rhythms. 

‘Real-time’ data relations co-ordinate 
temporalities of energy provision and 
urban life

Analytic Takeaways
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